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spite of yourself, atoned for the remainder, and soon the whole piece succeeded by the help of some "beauties of detail.*19
Here, truly, is a comfortable little theory, which, throws light on more than one thing. However, it is couched in mild terms, comparatively speaking. Frederick the Great, for example, tlms gives Ms verdict:
* To convince yourself of the wretched taste that up to this day prevails in Germany, you have only to visit the public theatres. You will there see, in action, the abominable plays of Shakspeare, translated into our language; and the whole audience fainting with rapture (se pdmer d'aise) in listening to those ridiculous farces, worthy of the savages of Canada, I call them such, because they sin against all the rules of the theatre. One may pardon those mad sallies in Shakspeare, for the birth of the arts is never the point of their maturity, But here, even now, we have a Gfoetz de Berlielringen, which has just made its appearance on the scene; a detestable imitation of those miserable English pieces; and the pit applauds, and demands with enthusiasm the repetition of these disgusting ineptitudes (de ces de-goutantes platitudes)*20
We have not cited tliese criticisms with a view to impugn them; but simply to ascertain where the critics themselves are standing. This passage of Frederick's lias even a touch of pathos in it; may be regarded as tlie expiring cry of ' GroUt' in that country, who sees himself suddenly beleaguered by strange, appalling Sxipernatural Influences, wliich he mistakes for Lapland witchcraft or Cagliostro jugglery; which nevertheless swell up round him, irrepressible, higher, ever higher; and so he drowns, grasping his opera-hat, in an ocean of * ddgoutantes platitudes.9 On the whole, it would appear that Voltaire's view of poetry was radically different from ours; that, in fact, of what, we should strictly call
19  CEuvres, t. xlvii. p. 300.
20  De la Literature Mkmande; Berlin, 1780.   "We quote from the compilation, Goethe in, dc,n tfevgn wn der Mrtlelend$n9 s. 124.